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1 Cor. III. 15. | 


But he himſelf ſhall be ſaved, yet ſo as 


by fire. 


| H E Context is thus. According to the grace 
j of God whicn is given unto me, as 4 wiſe 
| Maſter-builder, 1 have laid the foundation 
and another buildeth thereon : but let every man take- 
heed how he buildeth thereupon. For other foundation 
can no man lay, than that which is laid, Jeſus Chriſt. 
Now if any man build upon this foundation, gold, ſilver, 
precious ſtones, wood, hay, ſtubble, every mans work ſhall 
be made manifeſt, for the day ſhall declare it ; becauſe 
it ſhall be revealed by fire; and the fire ſhall try every 
mans work of what ſort it 8. Tf any mans work abide 
which he hath built thereupon, he ſhall receive a ve- 
ward. If any mans work ſhall be burnt, he ſhall ſuffer 


loſs ; but he himſelf ſhall be ſaved, yet ſo as by fire. 
| A2 
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In theſe words the Apoſtle ſpeaks of a ſort of per-" | 
ſons, who held indeed the foundation of Chr:/tzanzty>, 
but built upon ir ſuch dofrines or prattices as would 
not bear the #r;al; which he expreſſes to us by wood, 
hay, and ſtubble, which are not proof againſt rhe fire, 1 
Such a perſon, the Apoſtle tells us, hath brought T 
himſelfinto a very dangerous ſtare, rhongh he would |. 
not deny the poflibility of - his ſalvation : He himſelf 
ſhall be ſaved, yet fo as by fire. 

That by fire here is not meant the fire of Purgatory, 
as ſome pretend (who would be glad of any ſhadow 
of a text of Scriprure to countenance- their own 
dreams ) I ſhall neither trouble you- nor my ſe'f ro 
manifelt ; fince the particle of fimilitude [&5] plainly 
ſhews that the Apoſtle did not intend an eſcape out 
of the fire /zterally, but like ro rhat which men make 
our ofa Houſe or Town that is on fire. - Eſpecially 
ſince very learned perſons of the Church of Rome do 
acknowledge .thar Purgatory cannot be - concluded 

_ from this Text, nay all thar Eſtzus.contends for from 
this place is, that ir cannot be concluded. from hence 
thar there is no Purgatory; which wenever pretender, 
but only that this Vexr does nor-prove it. 

. It is very well known that this is a Proverbial | 
phraſe uſed not only in Scripture, but in prophane Au-= 
thors to fignitie a narrow eſcape out of a great danger. 
He thall be ſaved, yet ſo as by fire, L124 7vess; out of 
the fire, Juſt as Þ1 v9] 15 uſed, 1 Pet. 3«20, where 
the Apoſtle ſpeaking of the eight perſons of Noah's x 


family who eſcap'd the flood, Sizowanour Si 5S]E, 
they eſcaped out of the water. So here rhis phraſe is 
to be rendred in the Text, he himſelf ſhall eſcape, yet 
fo as aut of the fire. . The like expreſſion . you have, 
Am 4. 11. I have plucks them as a firebrand out of 
the fire. And Jude 23. Others ſave with fear, 
plucking them out of the fire. All which expreſſions 
bgnitic the greatneſs of the danger and the difficulry 
ET | of 
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of eſcaping it ; as one-who when his houſe at midniaht 
z5 ſer on fire, and being ſuddenly wak'd leaps out of his 
bed, and runs naked out of the doors, taking nothing 
that is within along with him, but impliying his 
whole care to ſave bis body from the flames, as St. 
Chryſoſtom upon another occation ex. _ 
preflerh it. And fo rhe Roman Oraror * * Tilly. - 
(who, itis likely dig nor. think-of Pur- Es 
gatory) uſeth this Phraſe; Quo ex jrdicio, velit ex 
incendio, nudus effugit ; From which judgment or 
Sentence he eſcaped naked, as ir were out of a bur- 
ning. And one of the Greek Ora- 


tors * rells us, Thar to ſave a man out * Ariſtides. 


of the fire, was a common proverbial 
ſpeech. | 
From the words thus explained, the Obſervation 
that naturally ariſerh is this, That men may hold all 
the Fundamentals of Chriſtian Religion, and yet may 
ſuperadd ocher things whereby they may greatly endan- 
ger their ſalvation. What thoſe things were which . 
tome among the Corznthians built upon the foundari- 
on of Chriſtianity, whereby rhey endanger'd their 
alvation, we may probably conjecture by whar the 
Apoſtle reproves in this Epiſtle, as the rolerating of 
znceſtuous'marriages, communicating in Idol-feaſts,%o. * 
And eſpecially by the doctrine of the falſe Apoſtles, ' 
who art that rime did ſo much diſturb rke peace of 
moſt Chriſtian Churches, and who are fo often and 
ſo ſeverely reflected upon in this Epiitle. And whar 
their Dofrine was, we have an account, Aft. 15. viz. 
thar they. impoſed upon the Gentzle Chriſtians Cir- 
cumciſion, and the obſervation of the Fewiſh Latw, 
reaching rhar unleſs they were circumciſed, and kept the 
Lawof Moſes, they could not be ſaved. So that they 
did nor only build theſe doctrines upon Chriſtianity, 
but they made them equal with the Foundation, ſay- 
ing, that unleſs men believed and praftiſed ſuch things 
they could nor be ſaved. A 3; In- 
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In ſpeaking to this Obſervation; I ſhall reduce my 
diſcourſe to theſe two Heads, IK 

1. I ſhall preſent ro you ſome Do@rines and Prac- 
tices which have been built upon the Foundation of 
Chriſtianity, to the: great hazard and danger of mens 
ſalvation. And to be plain, I mean particularly rhe 
Church of Rome. | ens 

2. T ſhall enquire, whether our granting a poſſib:- 
* tity of ſalvation: (though with great hazard) ro thoſe 
nn the Communion of the Roman Church,and their de- 
nyYing it to us, be a reaſonable argument and encous 


ragement to any man to betake himſelf to that _ 


Church. | | 
_ And there is the more reaſon to conſider: theſe 


things, when ſo' many ſeducing. Spzrits are fo active 
and bufie ro pervert men from rhe 2ruth ; and when 
we ſee every day ſo many men and their Re/zgron (0 
ealily parted. For this reaſon theſe two Confiderati- 
ons thall be the ſubject of the following diſcourſe, 

' I. Firſt, We will conſider fome Do@rines and 
 Prattices which the Church of Rome hath built gpon 
the foundation of Chriſtianity, to the great hazard 
and danzer of mens ſalvation. It is not denied by the 
moſt judicious Proteſtants, but that rhe Church of 
Rome do hol4 all rhe Articles of the Chriſtian Faith, 
which are neceſſary to ſalvation. Bur thar which we 
charge upon them, as a juſt ground of our ſeparation, 
from them, is, the impoſing of new Dofrines and 
Praices upon Chriſtians as neceſſary to ſalvation, 


which were never taught by our Saviour, or his A- | 


poſtlez; and which areeither directly contrary to the 
dorize of Chriſtianiry, or toMapparently deſtruc= 
tive of a good life. And [I begin 

I. With their Do&rines. And becauſe Ihave no 
mind to aggravate lefſer matters, I will fingle out 
four or five points of Doctrine; which they have ad- 
ded to the Chriſtian Religion, and which were neither 


taught 


vill 


 Iydoirin all caſes, it being 
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taught by our- Saviour and his Apoſtles, nor own'd 
inthe firſt Ages of Chriſtianity. And the 

Firſt which I fhall mention; and which being once 
admitred makes way for as many errors as they pleaſe 
to bring in, is their Do&#rine of Infallibility, And 
this they are very ſtiff and peremptory in, though 
they are not agreed among themſelves where this 


 Infallibility is ſeared; whether in the Pope alone, or 


a Council alone,.or in both together, or inthe diff u- 
ſroe body of Chriſtians. But they are ſure they have 
it, though they know nor where ir is. | 

And is this no prejudice againſt it ? can any man 
think thar this pr:v:/ege was at firſt conferred upon the 
Church of Rome, and that Chriſtians in all Ages did 
believe it, and had conſtant recourſe to it for determi- 
ning their differences, and yer that that very Church 
which hath enjoyed and uſed ir fo long ſhould now 
beat a loſs where to find ir ? Nothing could have fal- 
len out more _unluckily, than that there ſhould be 
ſuch differences among them about that which they 
prerend to be the onely means of ending all differences. 

There is not the leaſt intimation in S-riprure of 


this przvzlege conferr'd upon the Roman Church, nor 


do the Apoſtles, in all their Epiſtles, ever ſo much as 
give the leaſt direCtion to Chriſtians ro appeal to the 
Buhop of Rome for a determination of we many dit- 
ferences which even in thoſe times happen'd among 


them : Andir is ſtrange they ſhould be ſo ſilent ta rhis 


matter, when there were ſo many occaſions to ſpeak 
of it, if our Saviorw had plainly appointe:l fuch an 
znfallible Judge of controverſies for this very end to 


decide the differences thar ſhould happen” among, 


Chriſtians. Iris {trange that rhe ancient Fathers in 
their diſpures with Hereticks ſhould never appeal to 
this Fudge ; nay, it is ſtrange —— not conſtanr- 
o thort<and expedite a 

way for the ending of controverſies. And rhis very 
A4 \ conhlide- 
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conſideration to a' wiſe man is inſtead ofa thouſand 
arguments to ſatisfie him, that in-thoſe times no ſuch 
thing was believed in the world. 

Now this Do&rine of Infallibility, if it be not true, 
is of fo much the more pernicious conſequence to: 
Chriftianity, becauſe the conceit of t does confirm 
rhem that think rhey have it in all their other. errors ; 
and gives them a' prerence of aſſuming an Aurhoriry 
to themſelves to impoſe their own fancies and miſtakes 
upon the whole Chriſtian world. | 

2. Their Dofrine about Repentance, which con- 
ſiſts in confefling their fins to the Prieft ; which if it 
be bur accompanied with any degree of contrrevon 
does upon ab/olution received from the Prieft, pur 
them into a ſtare of ſalvation, though they have lived 
the moſt lewd and debauched lives that can beima- 
gin'd ; than which norhing can be more plamly 'de- 
ſtructive of a good life, For if this be true, all-the 
hazard that rhe moſt wicked man runs of his ſabvati- 
cn j$ only the danger of fo ſudden a death as gives him 
no ſpace for confefſton and abſolution, A caſe that 
happens ſorarely, thar any man that is ſtrongly ad- 
dicted to his lv{ts will be conrent ro venture/his falva- 
tion upon this hazard; '-andall the arguments 'to' a' 
g00d life will be very inſignificant to a man thar 
hath a mind ro be wicked, when remiilion of fins may 
be had upon ſuch cheaprerms. 

3. The DgG@rine of Purgatory ; By which they mean 
an eftare of temporary puniſhments after 'rhis life, 
from which men may be releaſed and rranflated-mto 
Heaven by rhe prayers of the living, and the' facritice 

ofthe Maſs. Thar this Doctrine was nor known in - 
the primitive Church, nor can be proved from Scrip- 
. Ture, we have the free acknowledgment ofas learned 
and eminent men as any of that Church ; which is to 
acknowledge that ir is a ſaperſtructure upon the. 
Chriſtian Religion, And though in one ſenſe it be 
Fra indeed” 
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indeed a building of Gold and S:/ver upon the foun- 
dation of Chriſtianity, conſidering the vaſt revenues 
which this Doctrine (and that of Indulgences, which 
depends upon it) brings into that Church ; yer I doubr 
not, bur in the Apoſtle's ſenſe, ir will be found ro be 
hay and ſtubblz. But how groundleſs ſoever ir be, it is 
t00. gainfall a Doctrine to be eaſily parted withall. 

4- The Dofrine of Tranſubſtantiation. A hard 
word, bur I would to God that were the worſt of it; 
the thing is much more difficult. I have taken ſome 
pains to conhider other Religions that have been in rhe 
world, and I muſt freely declare, thar I never yer in 
any of them met with any Article or. Propoſition, im- 
poſed upon the beliefof men, halfſo unreaſonable and 
hard to be believed as this is: And yet rhis in the Ro- 
m:iſh Church is<ſte2med one of rhe moſt principal Ar- 
ticles of the Chriſtian Faith ; though there is no more 
certain foundation for it in Scripture, than for our Savi- 
our's being {ubſ{tantially changed into all rhoſe things 
which are ſaid of him, as that he is a rock , a vzne, a 
decor, ani a hundred other things. | 

Bur rhis is not all. This Doctrine hath not only xo 
certain Foundation in Scripture, but I have a far heavier 
charge againſt it, namely, that ir undermines the very 
foundation of Chriftianity ir ſelf, And ſurely norhing 
ought ro be admitred to be a part of the Chri/tian Do- 
GErine which deſtroys the reaſon of our. belief of rhe 
whole. And that this DoCtrine does fo, will appear'e- 
vident!y, if we conſider what was the main argument 
which the Apoſtles uſed ro convince the world of the 
truth of Chriſtianity ; and that was this, That our 
bleſſed Saviour, the Author of this Doftrine, wrought 
ſuch and ſuch miracles, and particularly that he rofe 
again from the dead : And this they proved becauſe 
they were eye-wirneiles of his miracles, and had ſeen 
him and converfed wirh him after he was rifen from 
the: dead... Bur whar it their ſenſes did dece.ve them 
A 4 - 
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.  inthismarter? then it cannor be denied bur that the 
- main proof of Chriſtianity falls to the ground. 

Well! We will now ſuppoſe (as the Church of 
Rome does) Tranſubſtantiation to have been one prin- 
cipal part ofthe Chriſtian Doctrine. which the Apoſtles 
preached. Bur if this Doctrine be true, then all mens 
ſenſes are deceived ina plain ſenſible matter, wherein 
"tis as hard for.them to be deceived as in any thing in 
the world : For two things can hardly be imagintl 
more different, than a /:ztle bit of wafer, and the 
whole body ofa man. | 

So that the Apoſtles perſwading men to believe this 
Noctrine, perſwaded them not to truſt their - ſenſes, 
and yer the argument which they uſed to perſwade 
them to this was builr upon the direct contrary prin- 
ciple, that mens ſenſes are.to be truſted. For ifthey 
be nor, then notwithſtanding all the evidence the, Apo- 
{les offer'd for- the. reſurrection of our Saviour he 
might not be riſen,. and fo the faith of Chriftians was 
vain. So that they repreſent rhe Apoſtles as abſurd as 
is poſſible, 2rz, going about ro periwade meh our of 
their ſenſes by virtue of an argument, the whole 
firength whereof depends vpon the certainty of ſenſe. 

And now the matter is bronzht'to a fair iſſue; If 
the teſtimony of ſenſe be ro be relied upon, then Tran» 
ſubſtantiation. is falſe ; If ir be not, then no manis 
fare that Chriſtianity is true. For the utmoſt afſu= 
rance thatthe Apoitles had of the truth of Chriſtiani. 
ty was the teſtimony of their own ſenſes concerning 
our Saviour's miracles, and this teſtimony every man 
tarh againſt Tranſubſtantiation. From whence it 
plainly foltows, 'that no man (no nor the Apoſtles 
themſelves) had more reaſon - to believe Chriſlranity. 
ro be _rrue, than every man harh to believe Tranſub- 
ſtantiation to be falſe. And we who di1 nor fee our 
Saviour's Miracles (as the Apoſtles did) and have only 


a.credible.relation of them, but do ſee the Sacrament; 
have. 
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have leſs evidence of the truth of Chriſtianity than of 
the falſhood of Tranſubſtantiation. 

Bur cannor God impoſe upon the ſenſes. of men, 
and repreſent things to them otherwiſe thanthey are ? 
Yes, undoubredly.' And if he hath revealed rhat he 
dorh this, are wenot to believe him ? Moſt certainly. 
Bur then we ought ro be afſured that he hath made 
ſuch a Revelation; which Aſſurance no man can 
: have, the cerrainty of ſenſe being raken away. | 

I ſhall preſs the buſineſs a little farther. Suppoſing 
the Scripture to be a- Divine Revelation, and that rheſe 
words (Thr my Body )- if they be: in Scripture, muſt 
neceflarily be taken in rhe {trict and lireral ſenſe; I 
ask now, Whar greater evidence any man has that 
theſe words ( Thx & my Bod) ) are in the-Bible, than 
every man has thar the Bread is not chang'd in the Sa- 
crament ? Nay no man has fo: much ; for we have 
only: the evidence of one ſenſe. that rheſe words are in 
the Bible, bur that the Bread is nor chang'd we have 
the concurring teſtimony of ſeveral of our ſenſes. In 
a word, if this be once admitted thar the Senſes of all 
men are deceiv'd in one of the moſt plain ſentible mat- 
rers that can be, there is no certaim reans left-e:ther 
to convey or prove a Dzvine Revelation to men ; nor 
is there any way to confute the groffeit impoſtures in 
the World : For if the clear evidence of all mens fen- 
-ſes be nor ſufficient for this purpole, let any man, if 
he can, find a better and more convincing argument. 

5.. I will inſtance. bur in one Deetrine more-; And 
that ſhall be, their Doctrine -of depoſing Kings in caſe 
of Herehie, and abſolving their Subjects from their Al- 
legiance to them. And this is nor a meer ſpeculative 
-De&rine; bur hath-been pur in practice many -a-time 
by rhe- Biſhops of Rome, as every one: Knows that is 
vers & in Hiſtory. For the troubles and confultons 
which were occafion'd by this very thing maxe up a. 
egy part ofthe Hiſtory of ſeveral Ages. 


. 
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-  Thope no body expects thatT ſhould take the pains 
_ to ſhew that was not the Doctrine of our Saviour: 
and his Apoſtles, nor of the Primitive Chriſtians. The 
Papiſts are many of them ſo far from pretending this,. 
that in ſome times and places, when it i#nor ſeaſona-- 
ble and for their purpoſe, we bave nvich a-do to per- 


ſwade them that ever it was theiz Dotrine. Burif” |} 


Tranſubſtantiation be their Doctrine, thi is ; for they 


.,. came both our of theſame Forge, I mean the Council 


-of Eateran under Pope Innocent the Third: And if 
(asthey teltus)T-anſubſtantiars on was then eſtabliſh'd, 
ſo-was ths. And:indeed one would think they were- 
Twins*and brought forth at:'the ſame time, they are 
folike one another, both of them ſo monſtrouſly. un-. 
reaſonable. | | 


 U. I come now in the ſecond place to conſider ſome: 
.PraRtces.of the-Church of. Rome, which I am afraid 
will prove ag bad as: her Dofrines. I ſhall inftance-. 
in theſe five. | 
I. Their celebrating of their Divine feryice in an- 
znknown Tongue. And tharnort only contrary ro the 
practice of the Primitive Church, and to the great 
end and deſign of Religious Worſhip,.- which 1s. the- 
Ediftcation of thoſe who are concerned in it, (and it'is 
hard ro imagine how men can be edified by what they . 
do nor underſtand). butlikewiſe in direct Contradicti-- 
en to St: Paul, who-hathr no leſs than a whole Chap- 
ter wherein he confutes this Practice as fully, and 
condemns it as plainly as any thing is condenmned in: 
the whole. Bible, And they that <an have the face ro. 
maintain that. this PraQtice was not condemned by. 
Sr. Paul; or that ir was allowed: and uſed in rhe fir{t 
Axes of Chriſtianity, need not. be aſhamed ro ſer up - 
for the defence of any Paradox in the World. | ©. 
2, The Communion 7» one hind. And that-not- . 
withitandiog that even by. their own acknowledgment: 
our. 


_ 
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our Saviour inſtitured it in both kinds, and the Pri- 
mitive- Church -adminiftred ir in both kinds, This I 
maſt acknowledge is no addition to Chriſtianity, bur 
afacrilegious takang away of an eſſential part of the Sa- 
'crament.. For the Cupis as eflential a part of the In- 


-Kitution as the Bread; and they mighr as well, and' 
by the ſame Authority,take away the one as the other, 


_ and both as well as either. 


. +3, Their worſhipping of Images. Which practice 
(notwithſtanding all their DiſtinCtions abour it, whiche * 


are noother but what the Hearhens uſed in the. ſame 
caſe) is as point-blank againſt the ſecond Command- 


,e7+, as a deliberate and malicious killing of a man is 


againſt rhe ſixth. But if- the caſe be ſoplain, a man 


would think thar at leaſt the Teachers and Guides of 


thar Church ſhovld be ſenſible of .ir. Why, they are 


ſo, and afraid the-people ſhould be ſo too, and there-- 


fore in their ordinary Catechiſms and Manuals of De- 


votion they: leave our the ſecond! Commandment, and 


divide the Zenth into two to make up the number ; 
leſt if the common people ſhould know ir their Con- 
{ciences ſhould ſtart at the doing ofa rhing ſo directly 
contrary to the plain command- of God. 


4: The worſhipping. of the bread and wine in the- 


Euchariſt, out of .a falſe and groundleſs per{waſion, 


that they are ſubſtantially changed" into the body and 
blood of Chriſt. Which if it be not true(and ithath good 


fortune if ir be, for certainly it is one of the moſt in- 
credible things in the whole World) rhen by the con- 
feTion of ſeveral of their own learned Writers, they. 
are guilty of groſs Tdolatry: 

5; The worthip and invocation-of Saznts and An- 
gels; and particularly of the Virgin:Mary, which hath 
now for ſome Ages been a principal part of their Re- 
ligion. Now a man may juitly wonder that ſo confi. 
derable a part of Religion as they make this to be- 
ſhould haye.no manner of foundation in rhe Scripture. 

27 Does. 
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Does our Saviour any where ſpeak one ' word concer- 
ning the worſhipping of Her ? Nay, does he not take 
all occaſions to reftrain all extravagant apprehenſions 
and imaginations concerhing honour due ro Her, as 
. foreſeeing the degeneracy of the Church in this thing? 
When he was told that his Mother and Brethren were 
without ; Who (ſays he) are my mother and my bre- 
thren ? 'He that doth the will of my Father, the ſame 
is my mother, and ſiſter, and brother. And when' the 
'Woman brake forth into that rapture concerning'the 
bleſſed Morher of our Lord, Bleſſed is the womb that 
bare thee, and the-paps that. gave thee ſuck.! Our Sa« 
viour diverrs ro another thing, 7ea, rather, bleſſed are | 
they that hear the word of God and heep it. Does either — | 
our Saviour or his Apoitles-in- all rheir particular Pre- + 
_ cepts and Directions concerning Prayer, and the man- | 
ner of it, and by whom we are to addreſs our (elves to _ 
God, give the leaſt intimationof praying to the-Virgin 
Mary, or making uſe of her Mediation ? And can any. 
-man believe, that if this had been the pra&:ce of the 
Church from rhe beginning, our Saviour and his A- 
-poſtles would have been ſo {ilent abour fo confidera- 
ble a part of Religion ; infomuch thar in all the E- 
piſtles of the Apoſtles I do not remember that her 
Name is ſo much as once mentioned ? And yer the 
worſkip of her is at this day im the Church of Reme, 
'and harh been ſofor ſeveral Ages, a main part of their | 
publick worthip, yea and of their private devotions 
too ; in which 'it is uſual with them to ſay-ten Ave 
Marzes for one Pater- Noſter; that is, for one Prayer 
they make to Almighty God they make ten addrefies 
to the blefſed Virgin; for thar is the projortion ob- 
ſerved in their *Roſarzes. He that conſiders thrs; and 
had never ſeen the Bible, woukd: have been apt ro think 
that rhere had been more ſaid concerning Her ia Scri- 
- pture, than either concerning God, or our bleffſed Sa 
TIOUr-; and: that the New- Teltament were tull from 
; one 
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one end. to the other of precepts arid exhortations ro 
the worſhipping of Her; and yer when all is done, I 
challenge any man to ſhew me ſo much ag one fen- 
rence in the whole Bible rhar ſounds that way. And 
there is as litrle in the Chriftian Writers of the firſt 
three hundred'years. The truth is, this pratice began 
to creep in among ſome ſuperſtitious people about the 
middle of the fourth Century : And I remember par- 
ticufarly, that Epiphanius who lived abour thar time 
calls it the Hereſie of the Women. 

And thus I have given you ſome Inſtances of ſeves 
ral Dofrines and PraFices which the Church of Rome 
have built upon rhe Foundation of Chriftzanity. Much 
more might have been faidof them, hut from whar 
hath been faid any man: may eafily difcern how dan= 
gerous they are to the ſalyation of men. 


F proceed now in the fe-ond place, 

II. To confider, wherher our granting a poſſiv:lity 
of ſalvation, thongh with great hazard to rhoſe in 
the Communion ofthe Reman Church, and rheir de- 
nying'it to: us, be a ſufficient argument and encou- 
ragement to-any man to quit: our Church and go toi 
theirs. And there is the more need to conhfider this, 
becauſe this is the great popular argument wherewith' 
the emiſſaries and agents of that Church are wont: to 


__ affaulr ouy people Tour Church (fay they). grants: 


that a Papiſt may be ſaved ; Ours denies that a Pro- 
teſtant can be ſaved; therefore it is ſafeſt to be of our 
Chnmch, in which ſalvation by the- acknowledgement of 
buth ſides is poſible. 
For an{wer to this I ſhall endeavour ro ſhew , that 
this is ſo far from being a good argument thar it is (0: 
intolerably weak and ſeobiltical thar any conſiderate 
man ought to be aſham'd ro be catcli'd by it. -For: 
either it is good of ir ſelf and ſufficient ro perſwade 
aman to relinquyh our Church, and ro paſs over to- 
+ theirs, 


F- 7" 0% > os at: £ 
Poo tice i Sins beret "Gp: *F * PT : % "0 
z 4 * we 7 TR. ME Mn I. 7's >. 4 - - 5s, ; . e 
«.: a6 5 04's : PE 8, 2: 4 4 5h 4 * LIE 4 . 
1 4 roy? 2 ” o 
” i ” 38 5 -y " / , a ER”, - 4 


14 A Seaſonable New-Years Gift. 
theirs, without entring into the merits of the cauſe 
on either fide, and without comparing the Doctrines 


and Practices of both the Churches together, ' orir is 


not. If ir benor ſufficient of zt ſelf to perſwade a man 
to leave our Church, withour comparing the Doctrines 
on both ſides, then iris to no purpoſe, and there is no= 
thing got by it. For if upon examination and com- 
paring of Doctrines the one appear to be zrue and rhe 
other Falſe, this alone is a ſufficient inducement ro any 
man to cleave to that Church where the true Doctrine 
is found ; and then there is no need of this argument. 
If ir be ſaid, that this argumenr is good in it ſelf 
withour'the examination of the DoCtrines of borh 
Churches ; this ſeems a very ſtrange thing forany man 
to affirm, That it is reaſon enough to a'man to be of any 
Church, whatever her Do&rines and Prattices be, if 
ſhe do but damn thoſe that differ from her, and if. the 
Church that differs from her do but allow a poſſibility 
of [ſalvation in her Communion. ; 
- _-» But they who uſe this argument, pretend thar it is 
ſufficient of it ſelf ; and therefore I ſhall apply my ſelf 
to ſhew, as briefly and plainly asI can, the miſerable 
weakneſs and inſufficiency of it to ſatisfie any mans 
conſcience-or prudence to change his Religion. And 
to.this end I ſhall, | | 
1; Shew the weakneſs of the principle upon which 
this argument relies. 
2, Give ſome parallg! inſtances by which it will ap= 
pear thar ir concludes falſe. | 
- 3. I ſhall rake notice of ſome groſs abſurdities that 
follow from it. | 
4 Shew how unfit it is to work upon thoſe to whom. 
it is propounded. And ' 
5. How improper-it is to be urged by thoſe that 
make uſe of it. 7 | 
I. I ſhall ſhew the weakneſs of the principle upon. 
which this argument relies z;And that is this, That 
, whatever, 
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whatever different parties in Religion agree in, « ſa- 
feſt to bechoſen. The true conſequence of which prin- 
ciple if ir be driven to the head, is to perſwade men 
ro forfake Chriſtianity, and romake them rake upin 
the principles of natural Religion, for in theſe all Re 
ligions-do agree. For ifthis princzple be true, and fig- 
nifie any thing, it is dangerous to embrace any thing 
wherem the ſeveral parties in Religion-differ ; becauſe 
that only is ſafe and prudent to be choſen wherein all 
agree. Sorthart this argument, if the foundation of ir 
be good, will perſwade further than thoſe who make 
uſe of it defire it ſhould do ; for it will not only make 
men forſake the Proteſtant Religion, bur Popery too ; 
& which is much more confiderable,Chriſtianzry it ſelf. 
IT. I will give ſome parallel inſtances by which it 
will clearly be ſeen that this argument concludes falſe, 
The Donattrſts denied rhe Baptiſm of the Catholicks 
ro be good, bur the Cxtho!rcks acknowledged rhe Bap- 
tiſm-of.the Donatifts to be valid. So that both ſides 
were agreed that the Baptiſm of the Donatiſts was 
good, therefore rhe ſafe E way for Sr. Auſtin and 0+« 
ther Catholicks (according to this argument) was to 
be Baptizec again by rhe Donariſts, becauſe by the ac- 
knowledgment of both fides Baptiſm among rhem 
was valid. | 
But to come nearer to the Church.of =_ Several 
i1 thar Church hold the perſonal Infallibility of the 
Pope and the lawFulneſs of depoſing and killing Kings 
for Fereſie to be de fid?,, thar is, neceſſary Arricles of 
Faith, an4 confequently, that whoever does nor be- 
lieve them, cannor be ſaved. Bur a great many Papsſts, 
though they brelieve theſe rhings ro be no matters of 
Faith, yer they think thoſe thar hold them may be ſa- 
ved, anf they are generally very favourable towards 
them. '. Bur now, according to this argument,” they 
ought all ro be of their opinion in theſe poinrs, becauſe 


both fides are agreed that chey chat hold them may be 
B ſaved ; 
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ſaved; but one fide poſitively ſays that men canno {| 
be ſaved if they do not hold them. ' 
Bur my Text furniſheth-me with as good an-inftance 
to this purpoſe as can be defired. St. Paulhere in the | 
Text acknowledgeth the fo of the ſalvation j 
of thoſe who built hay and ſi ubble upon the foundation 
of Chriſtianity ; that they might be ſaved, though 
with great difficulty, and as it were out of the fire. But 
now among thoſe builders with hay and ſtubble there | 
"were thoſe who denied the poſlibiliry of St. Pau['s ſal- » 
vation and of thoſe who were of his mind. We are ; 
told of ſome who built the Jew:/b Ceremonies and 
Obſervances upon the foundation of Chriſtianity, and | 
ſaid that unleſs men were Circumciſed and kept the [ 


Law of Moſes they could nor be ſaved. So thar by 
this argument St. Pauland hisfollowers ought ro-have 
gone over to thoſe Judaizing Chriſtians, becauſeir 
was acknowledged on both fides that they might be 
ſaved. But theſe Fudaizing Chriſtians wereas un- 
Charitable to Sr. Pau! and other Chriſtians as the 
Church of Rome isnow to us, for they ſaid poſitively 
that they could not be ſaved. Butcan any. man think 
that St. Paul would have been moved by this argu- 
ment, to leave a ſafe and certain way of falvation for 
that which was only poſſible, and that with great dif- 
ficulty and hazard ? The-argumentr you ſee is the very 
ſame, and yer it concludes the wrong way ; which 
plainly ſhews that it is a contingent argument,and con- 
cludes uncertainly and by chance, and therefore no 
- manought to be moved by it.” 

TIE. I ſhall take notice of ſome groſs abſardities that - 
follow from ir. I ſhall mention but rhele rwo. 

I. According to this principle it is always ſafeſt ro 
be on the uncharitable fide. And yer uncharitableneſs 
is as bad an evidence, either of a true Chriſtian, or a 
true Church, as a man would wiſh. Charity is one of 
the moſt eſſential marks of Chriftianiry, and what the 
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Apoſtle faith of particular Chriſtians is as true of 


Whole Churches, that though they have all Faith, yet 


if they have not Charity they are nothing. 

I grant that no Charity teacheth men to ſee others 
damned, and nor to tell them the danger of their con- 
dition, But it is to be conſider'd that the damning 
of men is a very hard thing, and therefore whenever 
we do it the caſe muſt be wonderfully plain. And is 
it ſo in this matrer ? They ofthe Church of Rome can- 
not deny but that we embrace all the Doctrines of our 
Saviour, contain'd in the Apoſtles Creed and deter- 
mined by the four firſt General Councils : And yet 
they will not allow this aad a good life ro pur us with- 
in a poſlibility ofſalvation, becauſe we will nor ſub- 
mit to all the innovarions they would impoſe upon us. 
Ani yer I think there is ſcarce any Dofrine or Prac- 
tice in difference between them and us, which ſome 
or other of their moſt learned Writers have not ac- 
knowledged either not ro be ſufficiently ' contained in 
Scripture, or-not to have been held and practiſed by 
the primitive Church : ſo that nothing can excuſe their 
uncharitableneſs towards us. And they pay dear for 
the little advantage they get by this argumenz,for they 
do whar in them lies ro make themſelves no Chiſti- 
ans that they may prove themſelves the rruer and more 
Chriſttan Church ; A medium which we do not deſire 
ro make uſe of. 

2. If this argument were good, then by this trick a 
man may bring over all rhe world ro agree with him 
in an error which anorher does not account damnable, 
whatever it be, provided he do bur damn all thoſe 
that do nor hold ir; and there wants nothing bur 
confidence and nncharitableneſs ro do this. But is 
there any ſenfe, thar another mans boldneſs and wanr 
of charity ſhould be an argument ro move me to be 
of his opinion ? I cannot illuſtrate this better, than 
by the difference between a skilfuil Phyſician and a 
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: Mountebank.®A learned and 5kilfull Phyſician is mo- 
deſt, and ſpeaks juſtly of things : He ſays, that ſuch a 
method of cure which he harh directed is ſafe, and 
withall, that that which the Mountebank. preſcribes 

& May poſſibly do the work, bur there is great hazard | 
and danger in it: But the Mountebank, who never =# 
talks of any thing leſs than z»fallible cures, (and al- | 
ways the more Mountebank, the ſtronger prerence ra 
infallibility) he is poſitive thar that method which 
the Phyſiczan preſcribes will deſtroy rhe Patienr, bur 
his receipt is infallible and never fails. Is there any 

"reaſon in this caſe, that this man ſhonld carry it 
meerly by his confidence 2 And yet if this argument. . 
be good, the ſafeſt way is to reject the Phyſicians ad- 
vice and toſtick ro the Mountebanks. For both ſides, 
are agreed, that there is a- poſiibility of cure in the 
 Mountebank's method , but not in the Phyſician's; 
and ſo the whole force of rhe argument lies in the 
confidence of an ignorant man. Looaos 
IV. This argument is very unfit to work- upon: 


' thoſe to whom ir is propounded : For either they be- 
lieve we ſay true inthis, or not. If they think we do 
nor, they have no reaſon to be moved by what we 
ſay. If they think we do, why do they not take in 
all char we ſay in this matter ? Namely, that though 
ir be poflible for ſome in the communion of the Ro- 
man Church to be ſaved, yer it is very hazardous 
and- that they are in a fafe condirion already in our . 
Church. And why then thauld a bare poſſibility, ace ; 
companied with infinite and apparent hazard, be an 3 

» argument to any man to run-into that danger ? 

_ Laſtly, this argument is very improper. to be urged 
by thoſe. who make ule of it. Half of the ſtrength of ir 
les in this, that we Proteſtants acknowledge that 7t | 
#5 poſſible a Papiſt may be ſaved. But why ſhould _ *? 
they lay any ſtreſs upon this 2 ' What matter is it what 
we Hereticks fay, who are ſo damnably miſtaken in 
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| all other things? Methinks, if there were no other 


reaſon, yet becauſe we fay it, it ſhould ſeem to them 
to-be unlikely to be true. Bur I perceive when it 
ſerves for their purpoſe we have ſome little credit and 
aurhoriry among them. | | 
By this time I hope every one is in ſome meaſure 
ſatisfied of the weakneſs of thi argument, which is fo 
tranſparent that no wiſe man can honeſtly ufe it, and 
he muſt have a very odd underſtanding that can be 
cheated by it. Thetruth is, it is a caſual and contin- 
gent argument, and {ometimes it concludes right, and 
oftner wrong ; and therefore no prudent man can be 
moved by ir, except only in one caſe, when all things 
are ſo equal! on both ſides that there is nothing elſe in 
the whole world to determine him; which ſurely can 
never happen in matters of Religion neceſlary to be 
belteved. No man is fo weak, as not to conlider in 
the change of his Religion the merits of the cauſe it 
ſelf; as nor to examine the Do&rines and Prattices 
of rhe Churches on borh fides; as not to take notice 
of the confidence and charity of borh Parties, together 
with all other things which ought ro move a conſcien- 
tions and a.prudenr man : And if upon enquiry there 
appearito be a clear advantage on either fide, then 
this argument is neediels and comes too late, becauſe 
the work is already done without it. | 
Beſides, that the great hazard of ſalvation in the 
Roman Church (which we declare upon account of 
the Defarines and Prattices which I have mentioned) 
oughr to deter any man much more from that Religit- 
on, than the acknowledged potitbility of falvarion in 
ir onghrt to encourage any man to the emvracing of it: 
Never did any Chriſtian Church build ſo much hay and 
ſtubble upon the foundation of Chriſtianity, and there- 
fore thoſe that are ſaved in it muſt be ſaved, as it 
were, out of the fire. And -crhough Purgatory be not 
meant in the Text, yet it is a Doctrine very weilfuited 
ro 
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ro their manner of building ; for there is need of an 
tgnis purgatorius, of a fire to try their work whatir is, 
and to burn up their hay and ſtubble. And Thaveſo 


hepe, that a great many among- them who live pi- 
ouſly, and have been almoſt inevitably derain'd in that 
Churcb by the prejadice of educarion and an invinſi- 
ble ignorance, will upon a general repentance find 
mercy with God ; and though their work ſuffer loſs 
and be burnt, yet they themſelves may eſcape, as out of 
the fire. but as for thoſe who had rhe opportunities 
of coming to the knowledge of the truth, if they con- 
tinue in the errors of that Church, or apoſtatize from 
the truth, I think rheir condition ſo far from being 


cumſtancesin their caſe to give a man "hopes of their 
ſalvation. | 
I have now done with the zo things I propounded 
ro {peak to. And TI am ſorry that the neceſſary defence 
of our Religion, againſt the reſtleſs importuntties .and 
Attempts of our adverſaries upon all ſorts of perſons 
.hath engaged. me to ſpend ſo much time in matters 
of diſpute, which 1had much rather have employed 
in another way. Many of you can be my witneſſes 
thar I have conſtantly made ir my buſineſs, in this 
great\Preſence and Afembly ro plead againſt rhe ;m- 
 preties and wickedneſs of men, and have endeavou- 
red by the beſt arguments I could think of, to gain 
men over toa firm belief and ſerious pratice of the 
main things of Religion. And, I do aſſure you, I 
had much rather perſwade any one to be a good 
man, than to be of any party or denomination of 
Chriſtians wharſoever. For I doubr nor, but the be- 
lief of the ancient Creed, provided we entertain no=- 
thing that iz deftructive of it, toge:her with a good 
life, will certainly ſave a man ; and without this no 
man.can have reaſonable hopes of (alvation, no not 
an 


much Charity (and I defire always ro have it) as to 


ſafe that there muſt be extraordinary favourable cir- 
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an- infallible Church, if there were any ſuch to be - 

found inthe world. 
I have been, according to my opportunities, not a 

negligent obſerver of the genius and humour of the 


- ſeveral Sets and Profeffions in Religion. And upon 


the whole matter, I do in my conſcience believe the 
Church of England to be the beſt conſtituted Church 
this day in the world ; and thar, as to the main, the 
Do@rine and Government, and Worſhip of it, are ex- 
cellently framed ro make men ſober ly Religious : Secu- 
ring men on the one hand, from rhe wild freaks of 
Enthuſiaſm ; and on the other, from ' rhe groſs follies 
of Superſtition. And our Church' hath this peculiar 
adyantage above ſeveral Profeflions that we know in 
the world, that ir acknowledgerh a due and juſt ſub. 
ordination to the civil Authority, and hath always 
been untainted in its /oyalzy. 

And now ſhall every trifling conſideration be ſuſfi- 


- cient to move a man to relinquiſh ſach a Church ? 


There is no greater diſparagement to a mans under- 
ſtanding, no greater argument of a light and ungene- 
rous mind, than raſhly to change ones Religion. Re- 
ligion is our greateſt concernment of all orher, and it 
is not every /ittle argument, no nor a great noiſe a. 
bout sxnfallibility, nothing but very plain and convin- 
cing evidence, that ſhould. ſway a man in this caſe. 
Bur they are utterly inexcuſable who make a change 
of ſuch concernment upon the infinuations of one fide 
only, without ever hearing what can be ſaid for rhe 
Church they were baprized and brought up in before 
they leave it. They thar can yield thus eafily to rhe 
impreſſions of every one that hath a defign and intereſt 
to make Proſelytes may at this rate of diſcretion change 
their Relzg:ion twice a day, and inſtead of morning 
and evening Prayer they may have a morning and'e- _ 
vening Religion. 
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'befa fe. . Ler us-ſtick'to':the' fo 7034 af RE 
the. Articles of our common: belief, and buitd' 
them gold, and filver, and: precious ſtones; E-meh, 
the vertues and attions of a good life 5 and ifewe wontd - 
'do this, we ſhould nor be apr ro ſer ſach avalue upon 
bay and ſtubble. If we would ſincerely endeavour to-... 
-hve holy and ogrtuous [ves, we' ſhould rot nefd'ro © 
;caft abour for a"Relrgion which may furaith weve. " 
.eaſie and indirect ways to get to Heaven. --* 
I will conclude all with - the Apoſtles; Eabortatlon,- 

- Wherefore my beloved brethren be ye ſtedfaſtandun- 
movable, always abounding in the work of the Lord. 
' Now the God of peace which brought againfrom the 
. dead our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, the great Shepherd: of the. 
Sheep, by the bloud of the everlaſting Covenant, "mM 

you perfeFt in every good work, to 'dve his will; (or - 
King in you that which is- well- Je& ng in bs fight, 
through Jeſus Chriſt; to whom be Glory jo ever and 
ever. Amen. 
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